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What’s It All About, Alfie?
New Adult burst onto the scene in 
2012 or so.  Although the actual 
term was coined for a 2009 St. 
Martin’s Press contest, it wasn’t 
until 2012 that the genre started 
showing up on bestseller lists, on 
Goodreads, and on social media. For 
many readers (and authors), it  was 
like a door opening into a room we 
never knew was there.

http://sjaejones.com/blog/2009/st-martins-new-adult-contest/
http://sjaejones.com/blog/2009/st-martins-new-adult-contest/


When The World Was So New and All
All of a sudden, it seemed, those 
New Adult authors were everywhere!



Something’s Happenin’ Here ...
A curious concatenation of circumstances conspired to create 
the NA phenomenon:

● The availability and awareness of self-publishing
● The lack of interest in the genre from traditional 

publishers
● The rise of social media and the potential for word of 

mouth on a previously unknown scale
● The accessibility of authors at signing events, as well 

as online

https://www.goodreads.com/blog/show/394-how-readers-discovered-a-debut-novel-a-case-study


What It Is Ain’t Exactly Clear …
Even now, up in 2015, we’re still a little unclear on the 
concept, right?  But everyone seems to agree it encompasses 
the following elements:



Who’s That Girl?
● The protagonist is between 18 (or so) to 25 (give or take 

a few, and the setting is usually college, that first 
job, and living away from home for the first time.

● Themes include:
○ Identity
○ Relationships
○ Sexuality (especially experience or the lack thereof)
○ Family struggles



I Know That Voice!
One major hallmark of NA is the 
fabled NA “voice.”  It’s kind of an 
“I know it when I see it,” thing, 
but tends to be 

● First person
● Fast paced
● Reflective of the authors who 

write it, i.e., “organic”
● Contemporary, informal, fresh 

and “real”

http://www.rtbookreviews.com/rt-daily-blog/capturing-new-adult-voice-2014-rt-convention


I Was Told There Would be 
Cake!
No, it’s not just 
YA with sex.  

http://abcnews.go.com/Entertainment/emerging-adult-book-genre-puts-smut-fiction-bestseller/story?id=18550587
http://abcnews.go.com/Entertainment/emerging-adult-book-genre-puts-smut-fiction-bestseller/story?id=18550587


Dramatis Personae
Next we’ll take a bit of a tour, highlighting the first and 
most recent books from twelve NA authors, taking a quick 
look at their tone, writing style, and some read alikes.



Jasinda Wilder
Big Girls Series; 
Falling Series; 
Madame X (Steamy, 
High Drama, 
Heartwrenching, 
Funny)(Fast-paced;
Engaging)

Sylvia Day - 
Crossfire 
Series
Jojo Moyes - 
One Plus One

http://happyeverafter.usatoday.com/2015/04/06/jasinda-wilder-interview-madame-x-trilogy-berkley/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAClMJwj0CY


Colleen Hoover
Slammed; Confess (2015 
Goodreads Choice Winner, 
Romance); November 9 

(Heartwrenching, Moody, 
Moving; Engaging, Lyrical)

Jennifer Weiner

JoJo Moyes 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22609310-confess?ac=1&from_search=1


Jamie McGuire
Beautiful Disaster; 
Beautiful Sacrifice

(High drama; Engaging, Fast 
paced)(22,252 GR reviews!)

Susan Elizabeth Phillips 
- It Had to be You; Call 
Me Irresistible

Jennifer Crusie- Bet Me



Abbi Glines
The Vincent Boys; The Best 
Goodbye
(Steamy, Atmospheric; 
Engaging)

Robards, Karen - One 
Summer 
Andrews, Mary Kay (Beach 
town romances, Summer 
reads)



The Trio- Atria Indie 
Authors
The Fall in Love 
Tour, Fall 2014

http://fallinlovetour.blogspot.com/
http://fallinlovetour.blogspot.com/
http://fallinlovetour.blogspot.com/
http://fallinlovetour.blogspot.com/


Tarryn Fisher
The Opportunist; Marrow 
(2015 Goodreads Choice 
Finalist -  Mystery & 
Thriller)
(Moody, Bittersweet, 
Character Driven; Lush, 
Engaging)

Flynn, Gillian - Gone 
Girl
Hawkins, Paula - Girl On 
the Train



Cora Carmack
Losing It; All Played Out 
(Rusk University Series)

(Amusing, High drama; 
Engaging, Thoughtful)

Jordan, Sophie - 
Foreplay

Todd, Anna - After



Molly McAdams
Taking Chances; Trusting 
Liam
(High Drama, Moody, Steamy; 
Fast-paced)

Crusie, Jennifer - Tell 
Me Lies
Lowell, Elizabeth - 
Midnight at Ruby Bayou



Linda Kage
Forbidden Men series
(Steamy, Funny; Engaging)

Julia Quinn - Ten Things 
I Love About You

Janet Evanovich - 
Stephanie Plum series



Tammara Webber
Between the Lines series, 
Easy

(Moody, High drama; 
Character driven, lyrical)

Sarah Dessen - Along for 
the Ride

Maeve Binchy - Circle of 
Friends



Tiffany King
No Attachments, Shattered 
Series
(High drama, Moody, funny; 
Engaging, Conversational)

Sparks, Nicholas - A 
Walk to Remember

Rowell, Rainbow - 
Attachments



Jessica Park
Flat-Out Love;
(Character-driven, 
Intricately plotted; Funny, 
Suspenseful; Engaging, 
Witty)

Perkins, Stephanie - 
Anna and the French Kiss

John Green - Paper Towns

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BluSVHmd3mQ


Leah Raeder
Unteachable, Cam Girl
(Steamy, Moody, High Drama; 
Compelling, Lyrical)(GLBTQ)

DesRochers, Lisa - A 
Little Too Far Series

Suzuma, Tabitha - 
Forbidden



Let’s Give ‘Em Something to Blog About
There are some awesome blogs that focus on the world of NA, 
here’s a few of the creme de la creme!

● Maryse’s Book Blog
● Vilma’s Book Blog
● Aestas Book Blog
● Reading Books Like a Boss
● Hannah Bookwormstalk
● And of course, the industry leader, RT Magazine/RT Book 

Reviews

http://www.maryse.net/
http://www.maryse.net/
http://vilmasbookblog.com/
http://vilmasbookblog.com/
http://aestasbookblog.com/
http://aestasbookblog.com/
http://readingbookslikeaboss.com/
http://readingbookslikeaboss.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/bookwormstalk
https://www.youtube.com/user/bookwormstalk
http://www.rtbookreviews.com/magazine
http://www.rtbookreviews.com/magazine
http://www.rtbookreviews.com/magazine


The Future of NA?  
  

http://readingbookslikeaboss.com/dear-new-adult-an-almost-breakup-letter/


After … and Before: the Amazing Anna Todd Story

http://authors.simonandschuster.com/Anna-Todd/474410587
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dni7LMqZYug


 
New Adult Authors Read-alikes - Tone & Writing Style Tags 
 
Colleen Hoover (Slammed; November 9)(Heartwrenching, Moody, 
Moving; Engaging, Lyrical) 
    Forman, Gayle - Just One Day    Jennifer Weiner 
    Douglas, Penelope - Bully        JoJo Moyes 
 
Jamie McGuire (Beautiful Disaster; Beautiful Sacrifice)(High drama; 
Engaging, Fast paced)(22,252 GR reviews!) 
    Philllips, Susan Elizabeth - It Had to be You; Call Me Irresistible 
    Crusie, Jennifer - Bet Me 
 
Abbi Glines (Steamy, Atmospheric; Engaging) 
    Robards, Karen - One Summer  
    Andrews, Mary Kay (Beach town romances, Summer reads) 
     
Tarryn Fisher (The Opportunist; Marrow)(Moody, Bittersweet, Character 
Driven; Lush, Engaging) 
    Flynn, Gillian - Gone Girl     
    Hawkins, Paula - Girl On the Train 
 
Cora Carmack  (Losing It; All Played Out (Rusk University 
Series))(Amusing, High drama; Engaging, Thoughtful) 
    Jordan, Sophie - Foreplay 
    Todd, Anna - After 
 
Molly McAdams (Taking Chances; Trusting Liam)(High Drama, Moody, 
Steamy; Fast-paced) 
    Crusie, Jennifer - Tell Me Lies 
    Lowell, Elizabeth - Midnight at Ruby Bayou 
     
Jasinda Wilder (Big Girls Series; Falling Series; Madame X)(Steamy, 
High Drama, Heartwrenching, Funny)(Fast-paced; Engaging) 
    Sylvia Day - Crossfire Series 
    Jojo Moyes - One Plus One     
 
Linda Kage (Forbidden Men series)(Steamy, Funny; Engaging) 
    Julia Quinn - Ten Things I Love About You 
    Janet Evanovich - Stephanie Plum series 
 



Tammara Webber (Between the Lines series, Easy)(Moody, High drama; 
Character driven, lyrical) 
    Sarah Dessen - Along for the Ride 
    Maeve Binchy - Circle of Friends     
 
Tiffany King (No Attachments, Woodfalls Girls Series)(High drama, 
Moody, funny; Engaging, Conversational) 
    Sparks, Nicholas - A Walk to Remember 
    Rowell, Rainbow - Attachments 
 
Jessica Park  (Flat-Out Love) (Character-driven, Intricately plotted; 
Funny, Suspenseful; Engaging, Witty) 
    Perkins, Stephanie - Anna and the French Kiss 
    John Green - Paper Towns 
 
Leah Raeder (Unteachable, Cam Girl)(Steamy, Moody, High Drama; 
Compelling, Lyrical)(GLBTQ) 
    DesRochers, Lisa - A Little Too Far Series 
    Suzuma, Tabitha - Forbidden 
 
 
Fred LeBaron for ARRTapalooza, December 2015 


	Fred LaBaron - ARRTapalooza 2015
	New Adult Authors Read Alikes

