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What will I cover today? 
 

• Connecting with Publishers 
 

• Author Availability and What to Expect 
 

• Tips for Planning Your Events 
 

• Event Ideas 



Connecting with Publishers 



Connecting with Publishers 

Contact info for ALL of your library marketing professionals all in one place!!! 
 

You’ll also find… 
 
• How to sign up for publisher library newsletters 

 
• Info on monthly Twitter Galleychats with librarians and publishers (#ewgc) 

 
• Librarian programming at major conferences (like BEA in CHICAGO!  WOO!) 

 
• What’s hot, what’s new, and other book news 



Connecting with Publishers 

The Children’s and Adult Committees are made up from major and independent 
publishers from across the country. 
 
This group also… 
 
• Hosts programming at major trade shows, like ALA and BEA 

 
• Holds quarterly meetings where we discuss programming opportunities 

 
• Is a great resource if you’re looking for an author for a specific event (i.e. a 

keynote speaker, festival submissions, etc.).  You can contact me and I’ll put 
the request out to the committee! 



Connecting with Publishers 

If you’re not signed up, what are you waiting for?! 
 

This site is useful for you because… 
 
• You can download early review copies of forthcoming titles 

 
• Publishers post special catalogs curated for librarians! 
 
• You can nominate for LibraryReads!!!! 

 
• The Author Grid system allows you to request visits from authors you know 

are hitting the road 
 



Author Availability and  
What to Expect 

**DISCLAIMERS: 
• All publishers handle their processes differently 
• All authors have different preferences 
• Fees (either travel or honorariums, or both) may be 

required 
 
Consider timing: 
• Publishers plan tours around release dates! 
• The earlier you reach out, the better 
• Are there a number of dates that will work for you? 
 



Author Availability and  
What to Expect 

Consider Skype: 
• Many publishers/authors offer Skype visits at 

variable pricing 
• Great addition to book-club-type discussions! 
• Test, test, test! 

 
Think locally: 
• You’d be surprised to know how many authors 

are in your backyard! 
• Check out SCBWI 



Tips for Planning: 
Connect with a Local Bookseller… 

…prior to major events, such as festivals, large-
scale speakers, etc. 
 
Why is this important? 
• It will help set expectations for the publisher 

• How many attendees? 
• How many books sold? 

 
Booksellers also have connections with local 
authors! 

 



Tips for Planning: 
Think about Structure 

What is your vision for the event? 
• Book club discussion 
• Q&A 
• Author speaking on a specific topic? 

 
Who will attend? 
• What age group to do expect to attract? 
• What will they find most interesting? 

 
Logistics 
• How long of a talk does the author need to prepare? 
• Should they plan for a Q&A? 
• Will a signing follow? 
• Make sure that your even doesn’t conflict with a major town event 

 



Your Event Checklist 

          1-3 suggested dates 
 
    Author 
 
          Format and Length 
 
          Expected attendance 
 
          Potential honorarium 
 
          Will there be book sales? 
 
          How will you be promoting the event? 
 
            

 



Event Ideas: 
Spice Up Your Book Club! 

Author/Editor Chats 



Event Ideas: 
Spice Up Your Book Club! 

Incorporate Fun Extras 



Your participation includes: 
1. A FREE, interactive Skype, Shindig, or Google Hang Out session with the 
author for your library or classroom (With your purchase of $25 of the author’s 
title) 
 
2. 25% off, plus free shipping, on your order of the author’s books (please visit 
the site below for purchasing guidelines) 
 
3. Downloadable educator materials (when available) 

Visit http://www.sourcebooks.com/library for a full list of participating authors 
and to request your visit! 

http://www.sourcebooks.com/library


Thank you! 

Follow us on Twitter: 
@SBKSLibrary 

@sourcebookscasa 
@sbkslandmark 

@jabberwockykids 
@sourcebooksfire 

 
 

Request our titles on 
NetGalley and Edelweiss! 

 
Visit: 
www.sourcebooks.com/library 

• Sign up for our library 
newsletters 

• Download educator & 
book club guides 

• Discover our Virtual Visit 
program 

• … and more! 
 
 
 
 
 

beth.oleniczak@sourcebooks.com 

http://www.sourcebooks.com/library
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